
Makenzie Klein remembers 
the day her mother told her 
she was going to attend the 

Blue Water Middle College Academy. 
Makenzie’s reaction was immediate. “I 
cried,” she said.
 Now, Makenzie is about to 
graduate from the academy with her 
high school diploma and two years 
worth of college credit from St. Clair 
County Community College. Her view now? “It’s such a blessing,” she said.
 
IN THE THREE YEARS between those initial tears and today’s smile, Makenzie has:
• Identified a clear career goal: forensic accounting.
• Been accepted to Central Michigan University at the academic equivalent of a 

college junior. CMU accepted all her SC4 credits.
• Saved about $40,000 she otherwise would have spent had she attended CMU 

right out of high school.
• Enrolled at CMU as a freshman with advanced standing, meaning she remained 

eligible for all freshman scholarships, including an academic scholarship she 
received.

• Found a best friend, a young woman from Yale, whom she likely would not have 
met had both not been in the middle college.
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How the  
middle college 
made her cry
And why Makenzie Klein  

is all smiles today



MAKENZIE LIVES IN 
KIMBALL TOWNSHIP and 
attended Port Huron High 
School. Both Port Huron 
high schools participate 
in the middle college. The 
middle college is chartered 
by St. Clair County RESA, 
in partnership with local 
school districts and St. 
Clair County Community 
College.
 Academy students 
enroll when entering 11th 
grade. They spend the 
next three years taking 
classes at both their 
home high school and at 
the community college. 
There is no tuition, and all 
books and materials are 
paid for through the state 
foundation allowance. They also are loaned the use of a tablet computer and have 
other items such as graphing calculators available. 
 
AT THE END OF THAT 13TH YEAR, they can graduate with an associate degree. For 
Makenzie, that means at age 19 she is planning to enter college as a junior. She also 
is already investigating graduate schools while attending the middle college and 
working part time at RESA.
 She enjoys the college-level work. “The classes are challenging. You have to 
manage your time. You don’t get busywork,” she said. “SC4 teachers treat us like 
we’re college students, and I like that.”

SHE MADE HER CAREER PLANS AT SC4. Because she enjoyed math at high school, 
she took an accounting class through the middle college. Then another one. Along 
the way, she also took a criminal justice class, which she liked. The result: Her goal 
is to be a forensic accountant for the FBI, a specialized accountant who searches 
financial records for evidence of fraud or embezzlement.
 
MAKENZIE LAUDED THE SUPPORT she got from middle college counselors who, 
she said, really helped her handle community college and be ready for the next 
level. With that support in place, she thinks most anyone can succeed in the middle 
college.
 “The only people the middle college might not be right for are those who don’t 
take school seriously at all. The typical kid can make it,” she said.
 Those tears of a few years ago are long gone. “Even if I wasn’t saving money, it 
would still be worth it. The friendships, the knowledge … I wouldn’t have it any other 
way,” she said.
 She is looking forward to attending CMU. She plans to room with her friend 
from the middle college. She also is confident. Makenzie said, “I’m ready. I’m 
excited, but I’m not nervous. I feel I’m prepared for this.”

Enrollment 
period runs 
through March 
The Blue Water Middle 
College Academy is now 
enrolling students who 
will be in 11th grade in 
September. Enrollment 
will close March 31. 
Participating high schools 
are Port Huron High, Port 
Huron Northern, Algonac, 
Capac, Memphis and Yale. 
About 550 students are 
currently enrolled in the 
academy. They take their 
high school classes at 
their home high school, 
and their college classes 
at SC4. Last year was 
the first full, three-year 
graduating class.

More information about 
the middle college is 
online at sccresa.org

You can earn  
college credits free 

while still  
in high school. 

Start college.
Right here. Right now.

Your new path to higher educationChartered by the St. Clair County RESA

The Blue Water Middle College is chartered by the St. Clair County Regional Educational 
Service Agency


